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             President Clinton's selection of 
former U.S. Rep. Norman Y. Mineta to 
become the next secretary of 
Commerce--and the first Asian Pacific 
American to serve in the Cabinet--is a 
thrilling moment for the Asian Pacific 
American community. Fortunately, 
Sen. John McCain (R-Ariz.), chairman 
of the Commerce Committee, 
promised to move the nomination 
"expeditiously." 
 
             If only other Asian Pacific 
American nominees were so lucky--
particularly those facing the Senate 
Judiciary Committee, chaired by Orrin 
Hatch (R-Utah). Bill Lann Lee's 
nomination to be assistant attorney 
general for civil rights has been stalled 
for three years; for the past 2 1/2 years, 
he has occupied the post in an acting 
capacity.  
 
             Dolly Gee, nominated to the 
federal court in the Central District of 
California, would be the first Chinese 
American woman to serve on the 
federal bench. She has been waiting 
more than a year and still has not 
received a hearing on her nomination. 
The Senate has confirmed at least 25 
judges who were nominated after Gee. 
None of those confirmed has been 
Asian Pacific American. More 
recently, four federal District Court 
nominees who were nominated as late 
as June had hearings scheduled for 

July. Disturbingly, two of those 
nominees - - whi te  males- - were 
nominated on the same day as John 
Lim, a Korean American nominated to 
the Hawaii federal District Court. Lim, 
like Gee, has yet to receive a hearing.  
      
            And then there is Norman Bay, 
who was nominated in May to be U.S. 
attorney for New Mexico. If 
confirmed, Bay would be the only 
Asian Pacific American among the 93 
U.S. attorneys. No hearing on his 
nomination is in sight. 
 
            The last  Asian Pacif ic  
American judge to make it through the 
Senate Judiciary Committee--Susan 
Oki Mollway, now serving as a 
District Court judge in Hawaii--took 2 
1/2 years to be confirmed.  
 
            Because this is a presidential 
election year, the confirmation process 
is likely to halt soon. No one questions 
the qualifications of these individuals 
to serve in the positions for which they 
have been nominated, so why are their 
nominations stalled? 
 
            Take Gee as an example. If 
confirmed, she would be only the 
seventh Asian Pacific American judge 
currently serving. Considering Asian 
Pacific Americans make up about 4% 
of the American population, the lack of 

(Please see LOGJAM on page 5) 
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SIDEBAR 
 
A RENEWED SENSE OF COMMITMENT TO THE 
COMMUNITY 
 
   The past year has been an incredible 
eye-opening experience for me.  One 
year of law school altered my 
perception of truth and  justice; one 
summer in the Capitol redefined my 
sense of civil rights advocacy and 
community activism. 
 
   As a local community advocate, I 
occasionally felt the desire to 
experience advocacy from a national 
perspective.  This past summer, APABA-
LA provided that perfect opportunity 
for me.  Every summer, APABA-LA 
provides a scholarship to a Los Angeles 
law student for a law clerk position at 
the National Asian Pacific American 
Legal Consortium (NAPALC), a civil 
rights organization in Washington, D.C. 
and I was fortunate to be the recipient 
this year. 
 
     Having been an internship 
coordinator in the past, I expected to 
do my fair share of photo-copying and 
faxing.  However, I was pleasantly 
surprised to be treated as a staff 
member of the NAPALC team.  I was 
assigned to substantive projects, 
mainly focused on anti-Asian violence.  
As soon as I arrived, I was put to work 
on the Hate Crimes Prevention Act.  
NAPALC was an integral member of a 
coalition working to pass the Act.  
Working with two other interns, we 
attended meetings, conducted research, 
produced written materials, and 
participated in various legislative 
advocacy activities.  On  the day of 
the vote, we were present in the  
 

          Continued on next page 
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Teri T. Pham                                             310-777-1990 
Belle Hsu                                                   213-687-5000 
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Luci-Ellen Chun                                        626-280-6469 
Dolly Gee                                                  323-655-4700 
 
Social  
Teresa P. Magno                                       626-356-5620 
Belle Hsu                                                   213-687-5000 
 
Scholarship/Law Students  
Michael F. Yamamoto                              213-489-7361 
 
Newsletter  
Teri T. Pham                                             310-777-1990 
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NOMINEES FOR THE  
2000-2001  

APABA BOARD  
 
 

Officers  
 

President  
Mona Soo Hoo 

 
President-Elect 

 Rita Gunasekaran  
 

Vice President  
Paula Daniels  

 
Treasurer  

Paul Estuar  
 

Secretary  
Teri Pham  

 
 

Board of Governors  
 

Won Koo Chang  
Angela Oh 
David Halm  

Kathy Hirano  
Belle Hsu  

Mike Suzuki 
Hyacinth Leus  

Ted Lieu  
Teresa Magno  

Chung Mar  
Anna Park  
Minah Park  
Vicky Pham  
Diane Tan  

Rosario Tobias  
Mike Yamamoto  

 

SIDEBAR continued from p.2 
 
reception room of the Senate Chambers to 
witness the culmination of two weeks of 
intense research, phone calls, emails, 
and meetings. The Senate overwhelmingly 
passed the Act. Talk about seeing re-
sults! We were fortunate, however to be 
present at the tail end of a two-year 
long struggle. And the battle is not 
over yet.  The Act is now in Committee. 
 
   I also had the opportunity to work on 
a specific case dealing with hate crimes 
and immigration.  After working on a 
broad issue, it was a whole different 
challenge to work with a specific indi-
vidual.  I learned what it really meant 
to be sensitive, tactful, and resource-
ful.  In addition to long-term projects, 
I also had the privilege of writing sup-
port letters for Norman Mineta's ap-
pointment as Secretary of the U.S. De-
partment of Commerce, Dolly Gee's con-
firmation to the federal bench, and Dr. 
Wen Ho Lee's release on bail. 
 
   Last but not least, all work and no 
play makes anyone a dull person.  In ad-
dition to my work at NAPALC, I actively 
participated in an activity that D.C. 
folks practice religiously: Happy Hour.  
With the help of old and new friends, I 
was exposed to the whole array of D.C. 
nightlife. Needless to say, my two and a 
half months in Washington D.C. this sum-
mer was beyond fantastic.  Not only did 
I walk away with knowledge of new issues 
and developed skills, but a revived 
sense of commitment to the Asian Pacific 
American community and not to mention 
great relations and friendships. 
 
Minah Park 
2L, Loyola Law School, Los Angeles 
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APABA   2000 

The APABA ReporterThe APABA Reporter  
 

Editor-in-Chief 
Teri T. Pham 

 
Articles Editors  

Vicky Pham 
Raymond Seo 

Michael F. Yamamoto 
 

Staff 
Takashi Cheng 

Tracy Kann 
Jennifer Huang 

William Niu  
  

The APABA Reporter welcomes all 
comments and inquiries. 

Please direct all newsletter 
contributions and questions to:  

Teri T. Pham 
(310) 777-1990 or ttp@rnlaw.com 

AUGUST SEPTEMBER OCTOBER NOVEMBER DECEMBER 

22– APABA Board of 
Governors Meeting 

1— ABL 6th Annual 
Golf Tournament @ 
California Country Club 

3— SCCLA San Gabriel 
Valley Lawyers Lunch @ 
888 Seafood Restaurant 

3— ABL Annual Awards 
Dinner @ Regal Biltmore 
Hotel 

7— APABA Happy 
Hour/Toy Drive @ 
Westin Boneventure 
Hotel 

31– APABA Happy 
Hour @ Westin 
Boneventure Hotel 

7—  OCAABA Mixer @ 
Bamboo Terrace 
Restaurant, Costa Mesa 

9— APAWLA 
Interviewing Skills 
Workshop 

15— APABA Installation 
Reception @ Japanese 
American National 
Museum 

9— SCCLA -Chinatown 
Service Center Food 
Basket Program 

 15— Chinatown Service 
Center Fundraising 
Dinner @ Empress 
Pavilion 

11— Financial Planning 
Seminar @ Empress 
Pavillion 

  

 26— SCCLA/APALC 
Immigration/Criminal 
Law MCLE @ APALC 

24— APABA Board of 
Governors Meeting 

  

 28— WLALA 
Installation Dinner @ 
Omni Hotel 

26— APABA Happy 
Hour @ Westin 
Boneventure Hotel 

  

 28— APABA Happy 
Hour @ Westin 
Boneventure Hotel 

28— SCCLA “Virtual 
Reality Trial Skills 
Workshop @ LASC 

  

 30— ACC Mentor/
Mentee Picnic  

28— SCAPALSA 
Halloween Party 

  

T.A.R. Food Tip of the Month 
Feeling the hunger pangs coming on and 
afraid everyone will hear the growling? Head 
over to Kuraku for monster size bowls of 
noodles and rice dishes. With its huge 
selection of noodles and huge portions yet 
reasonable prices, Kuraku is our pick of the 
month. Located at the corner of San Pedro 
and 2nd Street, it's ideal if you're on your 
way to the Japanese American 
Cultural Center, or if you're 
just within the Little Tokyo 
area. Open late past midnight-- 
an ideal after party eat. 

STOP! 
Did you remember to 
renew your APABA 
membership?  Please 

take a moment and fill 
out an application to 
insure your copy of 

The APABA Reporter.  
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LOGJAM (Continued from page 1) 
 

Asian Pacific American representation on the federal judiciary--less than 
1%--is appalling. 
 
            Gee is not a controversial choice. She is principally a labor and 
employment lawyer who has represented  both management and labor. As 
an arbitrator or media tor, she has helped to resolve hundreds of disputes. 
Clinton has urged action by the Senate Judiciary Committee, as have 
California's Democratic Sens. Barbara Boxer and Diane Feinstein, U.S. 
Rep. Xavier Becerra (D-Los Angeles) and U.S. Delegate Robert A. 
Underwood (D-Guam). Typically, such actions result in movement by the 
committee. But for whatever reason, Gee's nomination is being treated as 
atypical. 
 
            Gee's support is not limited to Democrats. Among others, U.S. 
Rep. James E. Rogan (R-Glendale), one of the House impeachment 
managers, has written in support of her nomination. The chief judge of the 
court where she would be serving--already short-staffed, with four 
vacancies--also has written urging the committee to take action.  
 
            As long as the Senate refuses to consider Gee, justice will not be 
served. Justice will not be served for citizens who will be deprived of a 
fine jurist and will face ever- increasing delays caused by a backlog of 
cases. Justice also will not be served to the Asian Pacific American 
community, which is underrepresented in the judiciary. Over the past 
year, numerous groups have accused Republicans of treating minority 
judicial candidates unfairly. Acting on Gee's nomination would be a 
simple yet significant demonstration that Congress is willing to act in the 
interests of justice during an election year.� 
 
            Nancy L. Choy is the Executive Director of the National Asian 
Pacific American Bar Association 

APABA APABA 
HAPPY HAPPY 
HOUR HOUR   

  
  

Thursday, 
August 31 and 
September 28 

2000 
5:30 p.m. to 

7:00 p.m. 
 

Westin 
Boneventure 

Hotel 
 

(Every last 
Thursday of the 

month) 
 

For more info 
contact Teresa 

Magno 310-260-
3648 or  Belle 
Hsu 213-687-

5000 
DID YOU KNOW?   
   
    In the entire State of California, there are only 22 certified Cantonese speaking court 
interpreters, 36 certified Vietnamese language interpreters, and 25 Korean interpreters.  
Even more disturbing,  there are only 7 certified Japanese language interpreters and only 
5 certified Tagalog interpreters.  Criminal defendants who speak primarily Asian dialects 
are appearing in federal and state courts with greater frequency.  These persons require 
the services of an interpreter during all phases of the proceedings, yet qualified Asian 
language interpreters are rarely appointed.  Although a constitutional or statutory right to 
a competent language interpreter can be derived from a variety of sources, few jurisdic-
tions have adopted certification requirements for Asian language interpreters, and judges 
normally lack the skills necessary to make these important decisions.  As part of its goals, 
APABA seeks to ensure that all defendants are given a fair hearing or trial with the use of 
a qualified court interpreter where necessary.  Please join us in our campaign to educate 
the community, the bench and the bar on this important issue.   
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      Imagine this...you have just been 
assigned to prosecute an organized crime 
ring. As you embark on your investigation, 
you're no longer just a pen-wielding 
attorney...you become a P.I., no not a 
personal injury lawyer, a private 
investigator. You look for clues and facts 
to bring the crime ring down...a direct 
investigation might not suffice...
remember, this is an infamous criminal 
organization you're dealing with...it may 
require undercover work...perhaps even 
subterfuge to get the evidence. Slowly, but 
surely, you  meticulously build your case 
riding on the edge of 
fear and excitement you 
prosecute.  
 
      We can only  
imagine what this must 
feel like, but for 
Jacqueline Nguyen, it's 
her reality as a federal 
prosecutor specializing 
in white-collar and 
o r g a n i z e d  c r i m e   
prosecution. Fortunately 
for the bad guys, 
Jacqueline's job doesn't 
always entail bringing 
down an organized 
crime ring,  but there is 
one constant; mainly 
that Jacqueline has thrived in all facets of 
b e i n g  a  U . S .  A t t o r n e y .  I n   
recognition of her outstanding work, 
Jacqueline has received numerous awards 
from the Department of Justice and federal 
agencies. Jacqueline believes that a federal 
prosecutor has a heavy responsibility to be 
fair and to exercise her discretion  
appropriately. Her view is that it's not 

about whether the individual prosecutor 
wins or loses. Rather, it's about achieving 
justice and following the law.  
  
       Aside from being a Federal Prosecutor, 
Jacqueline Nguyen is also the current 
President of APABA. Jacqueline has been 
active in the Asian bar scene for many 
years. She has served on the Board of 
Governors for the Japanese American Bar 
Association (1995-98), and as a co-chair 
for the Asian Concerns Committee (1994). 
She was also active in the effort to 
establish APABA.  

 
            As APABA’s 
President, Jacqueline's 
primary goals are to 
build upon the 
momentum APABA 
established last year, 
broaden the diversity 
of its membership, as 
well as to serve 
u n d e r r e p r e s e n t e d  
communities. It is 
i m p o r t a n t  t o  
J a c q u e l i n e  t h a t  
APABA maintains its 
inclusive theme by 
having members of all 
A s i a n  P a c i f i c  
communities unite 

under APABA.  
 
       In addition to being active in the Asian 
bars, Jacqueline also tries to fit in some 
pro bono work in her spare time. For 
example, this year, she volunteered for 
Public Counsel's Adoptions Project, 
representing foster parents wishing to 
adopt children from the foster care system.   

APABA'S PRESIDENT JACQUELINE NGUYEN  

By Ray Seo  

 

“It is  
important 

to  
Jacqueline 

that 
APABA 

maintains 
its inclu-

sive theme 
by having 
members 

of all 
Asian  
Pacific  

communi-
ties unite 

under 
APABA.” 



Page Page 77                                                                                                                                           The APABA ReporterThe APABA Reporter                                                                                                                          Volume II, Issue 3Volume II, Issue 3  

Congratulations  to the Honorable 
Kathryn Doi Todd on her elevation 

to the California Court of Appeal for 
the  Second Appellate District 

      Jacqueline credits her work ethic and 
drive to her parents. In 1975, her family 
fled a war-torn Vietnam to settle in La 
Crescenta California. Her parents at times 
worked two jobs in order to provide for a 
large family, which included Jacqueline and 
five brothers and sisters.  Jacqueline says 
that whenever she thinks there's not enough 
time to do everything, she thinks of how 
much her parents have accomplished 
despite being forced to start all over again 
in their late-30s with nothing. Despite this 
beginning, Jacqueline worked hard and was 
accepted into Occidental college. After 
graduating from Occidental in 1987, she 
spent a year as a Los Angeles County 
Unified School District substitute teacher 
and a summer in Japan before matriculating 
into UCLA Law. After graduating in 1991, 
Jacqueline was immediately hired to work 
in civil litigation for Musick, Peeler, and 
Garrett. She worked there for three years 
before she joined the U.S. Attorney's 
Office.   
 
      Despite all her obligations, Jacqueline 
has found time to live a fulfilling personal 
life as well. Jacqueline has been happily 
married to her husband, Pio Kim (whom 
she met in her second year at UCLA Law), 
for seven years.  Pio, who is also a 
prominent figure in the Asian  
community, served as President of KABA.  
This power couple recently welcomed a 
new baby boy, Nolan Kim, their first child. 
Jacqueline Nguyen, the federal prosecutor, 
the active leader in the Asian-American 
Community, and the dedicated wife and 
mother. Indeed, Jacqueline epitomizes what 
a great leader is, and for that we're all 
grateful to have her represent APABA as 
our President.� 
 
 
      Ray Seo is a 3L at Loyola Law School  
in Los Angeles 

ASIAN PACIFIC AMERICAN WOMEN LAWYERS ALLI-
ANCE 

 
and 

Asian Pacific American Bar Association 
Japanese American Bar Association  
Korean American Bar Association  

Philippine American Bar Association  
Southern California Chinese Lawyers Association  

UCLA Career Services 
UCLA APILSA 

 
Present 

 

Interviewing Skills Workshop 
 

Panelists 

 
Date: Saturday, September 9, 2000 

Panelists presentation: 9:00 a.m. to 12 noon 
Lunch: 12 noon-1 p.m. 

Mock interviews: 1 p.m. - 3 p.m. 
Place: UCLA School of Law 

405 Hilgard  
Los Angeles, California  

Admission: $10 for attorneys 
FREE for law students 
Lunch will be provided 

 

 
MUST RSVP for workshop and mock interviews by Tuesday, Sept. 5 to Agnes Chiu at (626) 

300-3803.  Limited Space for mock interviews.  Interviewees should bring their resume.   
Parking is available for $5. 

Saskia 
Asamura 

 
Partner  

Richards,  
Watson & 
Gershon 

 

Vincent  
Gonzales  

 
Corporate 

Counsel for 
Sempra Energy 

Corporation  
 

Sharon  
Matsumoto  

 
LA County  
Assistant  
District  

Attorney 

 
 

Helen Kim 
Partner 

 
Fried, Frank,  

Harris, Shriver 
& Jacobson   

 
 

Kathay  
Feng 

 
Project  

Director VRAD 
Unit Asian  

Pacific  
American Legal 

Center 

Taehoon 
Choe  

 
Associate 
Latham & 
 Watkins 

• Fundamentals on legal interviewing 
• Messages conveyed by body language  
• Maximizing your interviewing time 
• Overcoming nervousness and shyness 

• What to do if you are not a “top 10” 
candidate 

• Tips for government interviews 
• Improving your resume 
• Dealing with inappropriate questions 
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MCBA ANNUAL NETWORKING RECEPTION  

Left:  NAPABA President –
elect and past APABA Presi-
dent Howard Halm and 
APABA member Phil Lam 
networking with MCBA par-
ticipants 

Right: Judge John 
Martinez, Deputy 
District Attorney 
May Chung, and 
MCBA participant 
Rene Ramos 

Left: APABA members 
Diane Tan and Luci 
Chun networking with  
MCBA participants  

Photos courtesy of William Niu  
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HELP HEAL THE BAY  
 
            Please join in the annual statewide Coastal Cleanup Day On Saturday, September 16, 2000, 
organized by the California Coastal Commission's Adopt-A-Beach Program and supporting 
organizations throughout the state. By cleaning up, collecting data on what you find, and recycling, 
you'll demonstrate that environmental stewardship protects our coast and waterways and is everyone's 
responsibility.  
 
            On this 16th annual Coastal Cleanup Day, residents from across the state will join together in a 
massive effort to maintain the beautiful California shoreline. Tens of thousands of volunteers will take 
to the beaches from San Diego to the Oregon border, to the lake front of Lake Tahoe, to the shorelines 
of inland creeks and rivers of Sacramento, Fresno, and other waterways throughout California. The 
common thread will be their  
individual and active commitment to maintaining the beauty and well-being of California's streams, 
rivers and ocean and protecting animals from the hazards of marine debris.  
 
            In 1998, over 52,000 Californians picked up over 1,500,000 pieces of debris that weighed in at 
over 600,000 pounds of trash and almost 54,000 pounds of recyclables. The collected data is a powerful 
voice for conservation and is used to influence governmental and corporate policy. The Center for 
Marine Conservation tabulates most items that are picked up on Coastal Cleanup 
Day.  
 
            In Southern California, the environmental group Heal the Bay will be 
organizing the event. Cleanup sites will be at 48 sites throughout the beaches, at 
creeks and rivers. Scuba divers and kayakers are also invited to participate by 
registering for one of three sites in Santa Monica, Marina del Rey, and Redondo 
Beach. For information, call 1-800-HEAL BAY. 

Asian Pacific American Women Lawyers Alliance (APAWLA) 
Cordially invites you to attend 

Perspectives on Career Choices 
Networking Tea Reception 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Bring your Business Cards! Limited seating available. Please reserve early, the last time we had this event, we sold out. 
If postmarked on or before September 15, 2000 : $25 for APAWLA members / $30 for non-APAWLA members / $25 for La w Students. 

If postmarked after September 15, 2000 : $30 for APAWLA members / $35 for non-APAWLA members 
 

For more information, please contact Agnes Chiu at (626) 300-3803 or Luci Chun at lechun@hotmail.com. 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 23, 2000 
11:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m. 
TEA ROSE GARDEN 

28 South Raymond Avenue 
Pasadena, CA 91105 

(626) 578-1144 
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2000 APABA MEMBERS 

Aguon, Christopher 
Alikhan, Arif 
Allis, Nicholas 
Champon, Into 
Chan, Caroline 
Chang, Steven 
Chen, Yuan 
Cheng, Takashi 
Cheung, Deborah 
Chiang, Eugenia 
Choe, Gene 
Chun, Tom 
Chung, Sharon 
Claveria-Brannan, Anna 
Dai, Alexander 
Daniels, Paula 
Fong, Elaine 
Fong, Peter 
Franco, Maria-Lorinda 
Fujie, Holly 
Fujioka, Fred 
Fukui, Alexander 
Furukawa, Leslie 
Garcia, Christopher 
Gee, Dolly 
Gunasekaran, Rita 
Halm, David 
Halm, Howard 
Harnois, Albert 
Hirohama, Janis 
Hirata, Norman 
Hoang, Christine 
Hom, Andrea 
Honjiyo, Reid 
Hsu, Belle 
Hsu, Yvonne 
Huang, Joanne 
Huang, Shirley 
Hur, John 
Hwang, Lee 
Inanaga, Glenn 
Ito, Roger 
Kang, Jerry 
Kang, Robert 
Kawahara, Robert 

Kim, Catherine 
Kim, Diann 
Kim, Doris 
Klein, Hon. Brett 
Koh, Lucy 
Kristovich, Hon. Marlene 
Kudo, Richard 
Lee, Elizabeth 
Lee, Grace 
Lee, Isamu 
Lee, Linda 
Lee, Randall 
Lee, Soo 
Lee, Tracy 
Lee, Una 
Leung, Frankie 
Li, Derek 
Lim,  Anita 
Lokken, Shaney 
Loo, Ernie 
Lui, Elwood 
Lum, Albert 
Lyon & Lyon 
Ma, Judy 
Machida, Kenji 
Magno, Teresa 
Mak, Kitty 
Makino, Kazuharu 
Mar, Chung 
Mikuni, Gary  
Ming, Jason 
Morinaka, Barry 
Myung, Soohyun Calvin 
Nakagawa, Robert 
Nguyen, Hao 
Nguyen, Jacqueline 
Ono, Thomas 
Osuni, M. 
Paglinawan, Evelyn 
Park, Anna 
Park, Jacklyn 
Park, Minah 
Patamakanthin, Rosalyn 
Pham, Teri 
Pham, Vicky 

Phan, Luan 
Pu, Jason 
Rivera, Christine 
Roth, Amil 
Seng, Jana 
Shamim, Brandon 
Shin, Ohnmar 
Soo-Hoo, Mona 
Su, Jeannie 
Sugihara, Michelle 
Sun, Catherina 
Suyama, Hiroki 
Takasugi, Jon 
Takasugi, Robert 
Takeuchi, Robert 
Tamashiro, Jason 
Tan, Carmela 
Tan, Diane 
Tarn, Stephanie 
Thever, Shan 
Tokeshi, Jon 
Tong, Wendell 
Tsai, Cherrie 
Tsuchida, Maya 
Tsui, Lena 
Tu, Michael 
Wang,  Karin 
Wasserman, Hon. Fumiko 
Watai, Hon. Madge 
Wong, Hon. Delbert 
Wong, William 
Wong, Henry 
Wong, Kimberly 
Wong, Wallace 
Yamada, David 
Yamada, Ronald  
Yang, Kimberly 
Yang, Joo Hee 
Yang, Meie 
Yim, Deborah 
Yoshimura, Gary  
Yu, Derek 
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            Confidential information advise us that notables were out in force among the crowd that flocked to 

the June 29th MultiCultural Bar Alliance Reception.  Agnes Chiu and Linda Sun were seen working the door; 
candidates Steve Cooley (D.A.) and Art Goldberg (L.A. City Council – his sister’s seat) were seen working the 
crowd; and, finally, our divas – Mona Soo Hoo, Kathryn Hirano and Luci-Ellen Chun – were seen simply 
working it.  You go, girls.  Our sources spotted Judge Ron Lew, Greg Santiago, Diane Tan (with bodyguards 
King and Stephanie lurking nearby), Emma Ballesteros, law students Greg Wang (Whittier) and Sandra Lee (U.
C. Davis), and SCCLA President Frank Chen.  
 

Yes, our Frank Chen, by day, a committed lawyer/bar leader/community activist, but, by night, he is 
known as Frank Chen, certified salsa dance instructor to the stars, and his latest class included Teri Pham, David 
Halm, Melodee Yee, and many others who will bear witness to this unexpected avocation, and to Frank’s 
amazing talent.  You go, Pancho. 
 

We got divas, dancers and (gulp) fundraisers.  Led by Jacquelyn Nguyen, APABA stalwarts Luci-Ellen 
Chun, Diane Tan, Paula Daniels and Betty Chim, were seen boldly bidding and browsing at the WLALA Silent 
Auction at the downtown Museum of Neon Art; while, more recently, at the home of film producer Chris Lee, 
more funds were raised for Washington Governor Gary Locke, with Frank Chen, Betty Chim, Howard Halm, 
Karen Gee, Ted Lieu, and New York City Council candidate Rocky Chin, in attendance.   
 

And, for the record, our sleepy little hamlet was chosen for the Democratic National Convention because 
Vice President Al Gore had such a good time at the NAPABA convention, not because of anybody’s fondness for 
California girls; and they did not pick the Staples Center because APABA had the Bonaventure Hotel tied up 
with our last-Thursday-of-the-month Happy Hour.  We told them they were more than welcome to join us.  
Staples was picked because of the concerts that opened there.  Please, put those awful rumors to rest.   
 

We hear the stars were really out for the DNC Reception at JANM, featuring newly appointed 
Presidential Cabinet Member Norman Mineta, Senator Daniel Inouye, Congressional candidate Mike Honda, and 
countless other political leaders, in addition to a host of APABA luminaries, like Jacquelyn Nguyen, Paula 
Daniels, Tammy Chung, Luci-Ellen Chun, Kathryn Hirano, Mona Soo Hoo, Diane Tan (with King and Stephanie 
there to hear Hiroshima) and our own California Democratic Convention Delegate lawyer/lecturer/leader Angela 
Oh, who brazenly declared that she was voting for Gore.   
 

Thanks, bye and good luck to Luci Koh, who is leaving the APABA board and relocating to No Cal, and 
welcome and good luck to Social Committee Co-chair Belle Hsu, appointed to replace Luci.  Congratulations to 
Bill Lann Lee on finally being appointed to lead the Civil Rights Division of the Justice Department; to Kathryn 
Doi Todd, on her elevation to the California Court of Appeals, noting the unanimous acclaim from the legal 
community that preceded her selection (the Daily Journal called it a "lovefest"); and to our own legend Dolly 
Gee, on her marriage to Albert Wong, noting the unanimous acclaim from this legal community that has 
preceded her Presidential nomination to the Central District, and hoping for more good news in the next 
installment of IFD.  
 

And remember, IFD is not a popularity contest and, till next issue, stay out of the Bushes.   



JOB OPPORTUNITIES 

The APABA Reporter 
c/o Teri T. Pham 
Reuben & Novicoff 
9601 Wilshire Boulevard 
Suite 644 
Beverly Hills, California 90210 

Appellate Court Attorney, Fifth District Court of 
Appeal, Fresno, CA.  For application, send SASE to 
Court of Appeal, Fifth Appellate District, 2525 
Capitol Street, Fresno, CA 93721, or download at 
www.courtinfo.ca.gov. 

Staff Attorney, Women’s Health and 
Breast Cancer Legal Project, California 
Women’s Law Center; Admission to 
California Bar required; community 
based experience and minimum 2 years 
experience in legal services office or 
equivalent;  send cover letter, resume 
and writing sample to Susan Berke 
Fogel, Legal Director, California 
Women’s Law Center, 3460 Wilshire 
Blvd., Suite 1102, Los Angeles, 
California 90010 

Nina C. Leibman Fellowship, California Bar admission 
required; admitted practice at least  2 years; legal advocacy on 
women’s is sues; bilingual Spanish helpful, salary doe, send 
cover letter, resume and writing sample to Susan Berke Fogel, 
Legal Director, California Women’s Law Center, 3460 Wilshire 
Blvd., Suite 1102, Los Angeles, California 90010 

Managing Attorney, Judicial Council of California, 
Administrative Office of the Courts, San Francisco; 
minimum years post-bar legal experience; www.
courtinfo.ca.gov/jobs/onlineapp.htm 

Los Angeles County Deputy Public 
Defender I; Salary $48,000 plus; for 
more info, contact Assistant Public 
Defender Adolfo Lam 213-974-2901 


